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THE LATER LIFE OF ST.PAUL 
AYTER THE CLOSE OF 


THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 


I Introductory 


It is almost impossible to give a complete answer 
to the question "What is Christianity?" on the sole. 
basis of the Teaching of Jesus. As Professor Harnack 
rightly says, “the more powerful the personality which 
@ man possesses, and the more he takes hold of the in- 
ner life of others, the less can the sum total of what 
he is be known only by what he himself says and ert fi 

Therefore, for the answer to the vital question 
"What is Christianity?", we have to listen to the first- 
hand testimonies of those followers whose leader and 
master the personality became, 

What effect did Jesus produce among the first gene- 

ration of His disciples? What responses and reflection 
do they betray? Such enquiry is an important as well 


as a fair approach to the true understanding of Christ- 


Lend tye, 


In relation to such an enquiry for the better 


O wnat is Christianity?u p,fI 
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understanding of Christianity, our interest may be said 
to culminate in the life of St. Paul, 

Paul appears not to be one of the disciples, He 
is not claimed to rank among those who ate and drank 
with the Master. The fact, however, does not afford 
less authority and trustworthiness to his testimonies 
to the Master, The most of the personal testimonies to 
the Master come through his ten or thirteen epistles; 
and they are ranked among the most genuine and trust- 
worthy parts of the New Testament, 

If we look for the reflection of Christ upon the 
first generation of His disciples, St. Paul is the one 
Whose life, in turn, throws the most splendid and il- 
luminating light upon the life and aspiration of the 
first century Christians, and as such, upon the foun- 
Pore Of Christianity. Truly, as McGiffert says, 
"The study of Panlts career is a study of Christian 


moevory” . 


im view of this significande of Paul's personality 
among the first generation of Christ's disciples, our 
interest naturally leads us to an attempt to reconstruct 
his life as a whole, even beginning with his earlier 


life before his conversion. 


But what can be more vital and more significant 
than the later life of St. Paul, when his life and mis- 


sionary activities were ever growing into a more splendid 
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sphere, coming near to its goal and culmination? 

As we read the Book of the Acts, we expected to fol- 
low the life of Paul out to its goal and culmination. 
We were almost confident to see the highest peak of 
the mountain, which is always the centre of interest 
and adoration for every mountain climber, when the life 
which is the culmination of all aspiration and hope of 
the first generation, at its climax, has suddenly disap- 
peared, as if the highest peak were being covered by 

arkening clouds of the sky. Here we have lost sight of 
the peak, For we have been left with no other comments 
or light on the later life of the Apostle than the clo- 
sing remarks of Luke : 

"And he abode two whole years in his own hired 
-dwelling, and received all that went in unto him, prea- 
ching the kingdom of God, and teaching the things con- 
cerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness, none 
forbidding him" (Acts. xxviii.30,31) 

With this Luke's narrative ends abruptly; we have 
no other information as to what occurred to him after- 
wards, but we may naturally infer from this abrupt tone 
that some decisive and permanent change in his situa- 
tion occurred at that time - a change either for the 
better or for the worse, but anyway, a change of some 
port ian bis life. 

Perhaps the most probable supposition may be that 


Paul's trial came on then, But whether this trial turned 
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out in favour of him or not, in another words, whether 
Paul was released from the Roman imprisonment or not, 
must be an ever challenging question to the students 

of the New Testament. This ouestion, however, is not 
so easily answered on the basis of one or two evidences 
or conjectures. The complexity of the problem may be 
seen in the fact that even the leading scholars of to- 


day are far from having arrived at an agreement, 


As to Paul's later life, however, we have a wide- 
spread tradition that he was released from the impri- 
sonment in ome, went on the ministry of preaching even 
to Spain and the West, and coming back a second time 


fo -Rome, suitfered martyrdom under Nero. 


Hotet=< Tradition relating to his death; 
According to the credible Roman tradition, Paul died 
by beheading at the spot, three miles from Rome along 
the Ostian Way, Aquae Salviae, now Tre Fontane,. 
Near to the place of execution, we are told, stands 


the splendid Basilica Pauli, first founded by the 
emperor Constantine in his honour. 


If such a thing ever really took place, it must be 
of the deepest interest to the Christian Church as a 
whole, and such a reconstruction of his life may throw 


a great light on the later life and epistles Of St.Paul, 
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The New Testament, however, with the single exception 
of the Pastoral Epistles( or, the genuine Pavline frag- 
ments incorporated in the Pastorals) is silent about 
such release. Then, are the tradition and the Pastoral 
Hpistles the only evidences - if evidences they are - 
in this problem? Or may we find other facts which 
might serve as evidences, internal or implicit? 

In the absence of the explicit statements or evi- 
dences, our attention has naturally been called upon 
%to several other facts which might throw light upon our 
enquiry. 

An attempt is made in the present paper to discuss 
several matters which may be duly considered in con- 


nection with the problem. 
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HG. § Tradition 


Let us see, first of all, the tradition itself as to 
Paul's release from the Roman imprisonment and his la- 
ter missionary activities even to Spain - the character 
of the tradition as to the later life of St. Paul. 

Is the tradition baseless or trustworthy? How far 


ean we trace back its origin? 


It is often said that there is no definite statement 
or explicit reference to Paul's release and his later 
aetivities in any other Church writer until the time of 
Husebius, who wrote in A.D. 324. 

If so, what did Eusebius say of Paul's later life, 


and how did he put it? 


Eusebius : 
In the Ecclesiastical History of Eusebius, we find 


a definite tradition as to Paul's later life. It runs 


as following: 


"Paul wes tried --and taken as a 
prisoner to Rome; Aristarchus was 
with him, and he naturally called 

Col.iv.i0 him his fellow-prisoner in a passage 
in the Hnistles. Luke also, ------- 
finished his narrative at this point 
by the statement that Paul spent two 
whole years in Rome in freedom, and 
preached the word of God without hin- 


Acts xxviii. NOx 
drance, Tradition has it that after 


50,51. 
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defending himself the Apostle was 
again sent on the ministry of prea- 
ching, and coming a second time to 
the same city suffered martyrdom 
under Nero. During this imprisone 
ment he wrote the second epistle to 
Timothy, indicating at the same time 
that his first defence had taken 
place and that his martyrdom was at 
WONG. ah sos se eee He clearly 
proves by this that on the first oc-~ 
casion, --- he was delivered from 
the lion's mouth, apparently refer- 
ring to Nero thus for his ferocity. 
~----- --Now in the second Hpistle of 
those to Timothy, he states that only 
Luke was with him as he wrote, and 
at his first defence not even he; 
wherefore Luke probably wrote the 
Acts of the Apostles at that time, 
carrying down his narrative until the 
time when he was with Paul. We have 
said this to show that Paul's martyr- 
dom was not accomplished during the 
sojourn in Rome which Luke describes, 
Probably at the beginning Nero's dis- 
position wes gentler and it was ea- 
sier for Paul's defence on behalf of 
his views to be received, but as he 
advanced towards reckless crime the 
Apostles were attacked along with the 
rest", 
(Book II xxii -Translation by 
KirsoppLake ) 


Now from his reference we learn the fact that when 


Husebius 


introduced his story, the tradition as to the 


later life of Paul, it had already become “common 
Z y? 
report" NoYes ca (ss eer 


So it is very clear that the tradition did not ori- 


ginate in so late as the fourth century. 


“ye 


~ 


. - 
. 
‘ 
* 
j = 
~ . ’ - 
nl 
- 
. 
\ s 
er 


A. Clement of Rome: 


However, Husebius is not the first authority as to 
the tradition, even though he is often looked as the 
first among the Church writers who refer to the later 
fice ol Paul, 

We must trace back even to the contemporary of Paul. 
For a good many scholars take the statement of Clement 
of Rome as well as that of the anonymous author of the 
Muratorian Fragment, to be an implicit and definite 


reference to Paul's release and the journey to Spain, 


Clement of Rome is said to have died about 96 A.D, 
Thus he may be called as a contemporary of Paul. 

im opie Tiret Epistle to the Corinthians, he comes to 
show how "the greatest and most righteous pillars of 
the Church were persecuted and contended unto death", 


taking "the noble exmples of_our_ own generation" with 


which he introduces the story. 
He’ says: 


"seven times he was in bonds, he was exiled, 
he wes stoned, he was a herald both in the 
Fast and in the West, he gained the noble 
fame of his faith, he taught righteousness 
to all the world, and_when he reached the ~ 
limits of the West he _ _he ga Ave niet tes stimony 
before the rulers, and thus vassed from the 
world and was taken up into the Holy Place, 

_ the preatest example of endurance", 


~~ 


(v. 6-7, Translation by KirsoppLake 
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TO TU) AO its IUVEWS ig usually translated 


"boundary of the West" or of the Western world; and 
this is regarded as referring to Spain, 

But Harrison argues that while Tepud TO inthe 
plural form might carry this "unusval meaning" -"the 


/ 
boundary", the more proper, usual meaning of [TtQAMA 


is rather the starting point or winning-post of % race, 

or the end of a journey, especially the race of life, 

He also points out that the whole context is full of 

the figure of the apostolic athlete running his great 

race for the immortal prize in the stadium of the world, 
Even though we admit that interpretation, the goal 

of this race could hardly be ascribed to Rome so easily 


a 
as he does. I see no reason why TzQOMe does not properly 


meanre, poundary” "end" sor; *limit™, 


Some attempts have been made to interprete the ex- 
pression tre TO repua ms J V0EwS in many -ait- 
berent Ways eves "to his extreme limit towards the 
Neat ge the sunset: ofshis labours” or: "tot the boundary 
between the East and the West", etc. However,it seems 
again improbable to draw such inferences from the ex- 

Px \ cs A a/ ; >) \ x 
pression ~mwl TO Teo [1S CUTLEWS not Chk + hie 
Tip Hota TOV KO Syoutrom which it might be explained 
as such as a rhetorical exaggeration, 

It has also been said sometimes that Clement of Rome 


has here in his mind Paul's intention to go to Spain 


expressed in the Epistle to the Romans xv.24, 28, and 


- IO - 


he assumes the intention was carried out, 

But seeing that at least one of the facts mentioned 
in the context - e.g. "seven times he was in bonds" - 
which is not recorded in the New Testament, he must be 


deriving his information from independent sources, 


s 

To Tupya v7 S a is translated 
by Lightfoot as "the furthest bounds of the West", 

Clement of Rome wrote from Rome, and Rome was a place 
where the memory of the missionary labours of Paul was 
widely extended, It is also noteworthy that this was 
at a time when the memory of the Apostle's labours was 
emill fresh “in the city. 

Moreover, as is suggested by Lightfoot, if he was 
bearing in his mind the common expression "the extreme 
West" at the time as referring oe the Pillars of Her- 
cules, then the expression T° T20 Le mH JOoLWS 
may be taken as referring to Spain, 

How far the expression may be carried to refer to 
the Pillars of Hercules, we do not know, But, in way 
of showing that this is not baseless argument, we might 
point out, accordine to Lightfoot, the common expression 
"the extreme West" at the time referring to the Western 


extremity of Spain, the Pillars of Hercules, in Strabo, 
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Eowever, it is, at the same time, to be noticed that 
the early Church Fathers who read Clement's epistle 
never thought of interpreting the words as referring 
to Spain, 

Again the fact must be admitted that if Rome was the 
westernmost point that Paul reached, the phrase “TO 
TEMS v8 § 60 EWS might be used of Rome with per- 
fect propriety in speaking of his career, In view of 
the facts, too much emphasis can not be put on either 


sidé in interpreting the words. 


B, The Muratorian Fragment 


About I80 A.D. , we find in the anonymous writer of 
the Muratorian Canon, the following statement with ref- 


erence to the Acts of the Apostles. 


"Tuke comprises in detail in his treatise addressed 
to the most excellent Theophilus the incidents in the 
lives of the Apostles of which he was an eyewitness, 

As he does not mention either the martyrdom of Peter, 


or the journey of Paul to Snain, if isielear that these 


. . ¢ 
took place in his absence". 
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Admitting that this is a comparatively late testimony, 


and utterly unsupported as they are by the Fathers of the 
second and third centuries, yet the reference remains 
a witness of some importance, for the author was pro- 
bably a Roman and he distinctly attests Paul's journey 
to Spain, 

However, again we can not emphasize this Single 


“point too strongly. 


Gs After Eusebius 


After Husebius, we find abundant references made by 
many Church writers, e.g. Athanasius(I), in his epi- 
stle to Dracontius; Cyril of Jerusalem(2), in his 
second eatechetical lecture upon the Holy Spirit; 
Epiphanius, Jerome, Theodore of Mopsuestia and Pelagius 
ete. 
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But these statements by later writers are not regarded 
as reliable, even though they seem to have relied upon 
some independent testimony. In some cases they seem 

to have founded this belief on erroneous deductions 
from Paul's own language, for instance, his intention 
expressed in Romans xv 24, 28, Also, they are too far 
away from the time of the events to make them reliable 


as first-hand traditions or items of information, 
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ca af The Scheme of the Acts of the Apostles 


If, then, the tradition can not be claimed as a strong 


basis for our enguiry, what would constitute more solid 
evidence? 

Here our argument may be directed as to the Luke's 
scheme of the Acts of the Apostles. 

To any reader of the Book of Acts, it is clear that 
from the moment onwards when Paul is arrested in Jeru- 
salem, the narrative becomes much fuller than before. 

A quarter of the entire book is devoted to these events, 
That the arrest and imprisonment should fill so dispro- 
vortionate a space in an historical work like the Book 
of Acts is very surprising. 

Here we notice that Luke as a skilful historian 
ee to seize the critical events in his draw- 
ing the picture of his hero, and to concentrate the 
readers! attention on them by giving them fuller treat- 
ment, 

Thus the large space was devoted to the trial of 
Panl in its various stages before the Roman Imperial 
2 eee The fact is connected with a strongly marked 

interest end a clear purpose running through his_books, 

It is clear that Luke conceived the trial to be a 
critical and supremely important stage in the develop- 


ment of the Church. 


Now we can fairly imagine that the importance of the 
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trial for Luke is intelligible only if Paul was ac- 
quitted - the fact specially emphsized by Ramsay, 

For, if Paul was acquitted by the trial, then the 
issue of the trial was a formal decision by the Supreme 
court of the Roman Empire that it was permissible to 
preach Guriist tnity. The trial, therefore, was really 
"ea charter of religious liberty", and therein lies the 
immense importance of his acquittal. 

This religious liberty was, indeed, overturned by 
Teaver decisions of the Supreme court, but the fact ‘6f 
its existence was of the highest importance for the 


Christians, 


Then, the importance of the preliminary stages of 
tne trial Vies in its issue. It would be obviously 
absurd to relate these preliminary stages at such a 
great length, and wholly to omit the final result which 


gives them intelligibility and purpose, 


In view of the fact, therefore, it suggests that 

a sequel was contemplated by the author, and im “that 
sequel should be recorded Paul's trial and the acquit- 
tal, his extended preaching and the organization of the 
Churches in new provinces, and finally the second trial 
occuring at the most detested anc the worst period of 
pero Ss ‘rule. 

That sequel with so many accounts of his later acti- 


vities must heave demanded a book to itself, and thus 
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the author of the Acts had to conclude his narrative 
only in an another book in which the proper climax and 
the conclusion of the life of Paul - the hero of the 


book - should be fully dealt with, 


However, on the same point of view of the scheme 
of the author of Acts, admitting a disproportionate 
space devoted to the accounts of the arrest and im- 
prisonment of Paul, McGiffert sees no sign of such a 
contemplated work by the author of the Acts, He argues 
that the book, as we have it, comes to a well-defined 
conclusion and there is absolutely no hint or sign that 
any farther account is intended. Indeed, the plan of 
the book of Acts is so comprehensive that it is diffi- 
cult to suppose that the author had in mind the compo- 
Sition of a sequel, for which there was left only a com- 
paratively brief and wnimportant period. 

He goes a step further in his opposition and says, 
if Luke had have any such work in his mind, he would 
certainly have divided his material differently, 
Moreover, it is inconceivable, if the author intended 
to relate the close of Paul's trial and his release, 
that he should have postponed it to a third book, If 
the author had any historic sense, he could not do 
otherwise than put the whole accounts of the trial into 
one work, either including it all in the book of Acts, 


or saving the entire proceedings from the arrest at 
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Jerusalem onwards, for the third book, To break off 
in the midst of the process of the trial was quite ir- 
rational, especially since if Paul was set free, his 
release must constitute the climax of the entire ac- 


count of his imprisonment, 


Again, a simple explanation of the absence of the 
proper climax and conclusion in the book of Acts is 
the -suggestion that the author did not live to put the 
final touches to his second book, presumably because 
of his suffering martyrdom. 

It is not within the province of this paper to dis- 
cuss in detail the question as to whether or not Luke 
had completed his history. 

One or two suggestions, however, may properly be 


made, 


We have already touched on the significance of the 
abrupt ending of the book of Acts. Such an ending, 
indeed, might be seen in a diary which has no determi- 
ning idea, but not in a history. We who work on the 
hypothesis that the Acts is a real history must strive 
to understand the guiding idea of an unfinished work, 
for no one can accept the ending of the Acts as the 
conclusion of a rationally conceived history. Thus we 


are compelled to make some conjecture on this point. 
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Ramsay, supported by many other scholars, points out 
Luke*s own suggestive phrase in the Acts i I as an im- 
eB plicit evidence in favour of the contemplated seouel 

of the book. There Luke says: 
3 7 
< > Ww) TOV y, 5 oC ool 
rAd v MEY nh en Oyov TO OE) AG . 
Since there is no sufficient proof that Luke else- 
where except in Stephen's speech(Acts vii I2) misused 
the superlative for the comparative, this is not to be 
cam 
taken as an example of the misuse eo NS LOS Spies 
ra 
long as Paul could distinguish 7 eg oS from 
ee eee : 
oh as (93S , and if Luke wrote as correct Greek as 
Paul wrote, it seems probable that Luke would not ut- 
terly confuse them. Especially in a marked position 
like the opening of a book, we must take the word 
Parsee Strictly. 
we conclude, then, that the use of the superlative 
Co % . A 4 . 2 1, 4 r) 
We wos is more easily reconcilable with the Luke's 
plan of three books, rather than of the two. 
On this point, however, certainty is not attainable, 
7 
for the comparative form Saree acacia not actually 


eccurcin live writings. 
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IV reneral Aim of The Acts 


Further we proceed to note another fact which should 
be noticed in our conjecture, 

at i@ Clear that tubes general aim in the Acts of 
the Apostles was to describe the development of the 
Church, Taking his general aim into consideration, it 
is remarkable that he has not a word to say about the 
process by which Christianity spread to Rome. Moreover, 
we admit that, at the same time Luke is so much interested 
in Paul that after a time his narrative groups itself 
around his hero. He is full of afféction, and jealous 
of Paul's honour and reputation. Now, he brings his 
hero to the capital city, and yet he has nothing to say 
about the process by which the new religion took root in 
Rome, which might have provided with him abundant chances 
GO give credit to Paul. 

But the fact would easily be explained on the sup- 
position that that process would form part of his con- 
templated book, 

Here again Ramsay conjectures that the contemplated 


book would naturally open with a brief statement of the 


western dispersion and the planting of Christianity in 
Italy, going back for a moment to an earlier date, just 
g in the same way as in Chapter xi verse 27, where he 
has to include Antioch in the stage of his drama, he 


turns back to the movement originating in Stephen's 
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work, After he brings Paul to Rome, he would probably 
have made a new start with the Church of the West and 


the new impulse imparted to it by Paul's acquittal. 
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Ve The Emphasis on the friendly relation 


between Paul and the Roman authorities. 


Moreover, it is noticeable that throughout the book 
of Acts Luke devotes special attention to the occasions 
on which Paul was brought in contact with Roman offi- 
clals, Generally on these occasions the relations end 
in a friendly way, From the time when the centurion 
Cornelius is introduced, great art is showm in bring- 
ing out friendly relations between the Roman authorities 
and the new teaching, even before Paul became the lea- 
ding figure in its development. Whenever Christianity 
is brought in touch with the Roman authorities, we find 
its harmless character is vindicated to their complete 
peseatantaon 7 

in this view of his plan, it naturally suggests that 

the last issue of the trial of Paul was also, without 
exception, ended on a friendly term with the Roman of- 


ficial - Paul's acquittal, 


On the other hand, it is also a remarkable fact that 
there is incthe Acts no record of a condemnation passed, 
or a punishment inflicted upon Paul or his companions 
by the Roman authorities except at Philippi. (even on 


that case the officials themselves apolorize afterwards 


for their ection) 
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And yet it can hardly be doubted that at least some of 
those sufferings mentioned in 2 Corinthians xi Del es 


were inflicted by Roman officials. 


The fact leads McGiffert to an entirely opposite 
conclusion from that which is emphasized by Ramsay as 
to the purpose of the author of Acts, 

Ke finds an especial reason for the emphasis of 
this fact in the situation in which the Christians found 
themselves at the time when the book was written. They 
were probably looked upon with disfavour, and were trea- 
ted with more or less hostility by the imperial offi- 
cials at that time; and the author was concerned to 
present an apology for it to the authorities of the 
Empire. This desire led the author to conclude his 
book without mentioning the condemnation and execution 
of Paul: to close it rather with a reference to the 
large degree of liberty which the Apostle enjoyed in 
Rome - a liberty which included the right to preach the 
Gospel without hindrance to all that would listen to 
him - thus showing thet Christianity was not regarded 
as harmful and dangerous by the Empire. To mention the 
fact of condemnation and execution would have been en- 
tirely out of the line with his purpose, and he there- 
fore recorded only that part of the process which was 
distinctly favourable to Paul, and thus endeavoured to 


leave the impression that his execution was entirely 


unjustifiable. 
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With such conjecture we have come now into a very 
delicate question, No doubt, we can hardly say anythine 
definite on this point. It seems, however, very doubt- 
ful if the author would have had recourse to such an 
art at the ending of his book. The account of Acts is 
said to be a "mere uncdloured recital of the important 
facts". "The narrator's individuality and his personal 
feelings and preferences are almost wholly suppressed" 
He is entirely absorbed in his work; and he writes with 
the single aim in mind to state the facts as he has 


learned them, 


According to Ramsay the Book was not an apology, but 
an appeal, Luke was engaged in composing his book pro- 
bably under Domitian - a period of persecution when 
Christians had been looked as outlaws or brigands, The 
Book was an appeal to the real facts regarding to the 
formation of the Church, its steady and unswerving 
loyalty in the past, its firm resolve to accept the 
facts of Imperial government, its friendly reception 
by many Roman officials. 

Then, the emphasis on the friendly relations with 
the Roman officials would more naturally be explained 


by a favourable issue of the trial - Paul's acquittal, 


Indoubtedly such a scheme for the Book could not 


have been conceived before the Empire had began to 
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persecute Christians on yolitical grounds, If Luke 
should really have felt it necessary under such perse- 
cution to show those historical facts for the cause of 
Christianity, and thus had presented the fact of Paul's 
acquittal, it must have meant very much in the way of 
his appeal. For, it was an age in which any appeal 
Shovlda most necessarily and properly be made to the 
truth of the history of Christianity against the im- 
moral, ruinous Par dicw os the reigning Emperor. 

The period, then, at which the author was engaged in 
composing the Book is excellently fitting for his ap- 
peal to the "triumphal vindication" at the first trial 


of Paul in Rome, 
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vi The Passage from Paul's Farewell Message 


Those who deny Paul's release often point out his 
farewell message to the Ephesian elders at Miletus 
(Acts. xx 25, 38) as a testimony apainst such a sup- 
position. 

There Paul is reported to have said "I know that ye 
al] ---- shall behold my face no more", 

From this passage they argue, it seems strange that 
the author of the Acts, writing after the event, should 
have failed to convey the least hint that Paul's fore- 
cast, and the sorrows and tears which caused on that 
occasion, had a happy sequel, different from what he 
anticipated at the time. The passionate prief of Paul's 
friends, and the way in which the whole pathos of the 
story is narrated rather suggest a gloomy sequel as 


naturally expected from these passages, 


But why did Luke feel it necessary to suggest a 
hint of a happy end when he is writing to convey a real 
picture of the pathetic scene as it occurred at the 
moment? Ee himself is in the midst of the picture when 
he ee the story. Many other passages show his 
genius as a writer, giving a vivid, picturesque touches 
to the story which he is trying to present. He is so 
much interested in representing his hero, Paul, with 


literary freedom and warmth that no such an inference 
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from his representation could hardly be made, Take, 
for instance, his representation of the shipwreck scene 
in the 27th chapter of the Acts, where he says "And 
when neither sun nor stars shone upon us for many days, 
and no small tempest lay on usy all hope that we should 
be saved wes now taken away", (xxvii 20) even when the 
Shipwreck had a happy sequel which he introduces a few 
verses after, 

Again, in the province of history, it would not be 
allowable "to convert a presentiment, however strongly 


expressed, into a fact". 


d 
Moreover, OUK@TL which is usually translated 
in the sense of "never again" is said to be used in 
& @ense "not for a while”. Thus according to Zahn, 
it does not exclude a time may yet come when the 
Apostle will resume. his intercourse with Churches of 


Asia, 
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VII Chronological Argument 


The chronology of Paul's life is an extremely diffi- 
cult and intricate subject. Even to-day, among leading 
scholars, it is still far from having been brought to 


an agreement, 


Harnack brings Paul to Rome as early as 56 or 57, 
while Turner, Ramsay, and Lightfoot bring him thither 
in 59,60, and 61, respectively, Except Lightfoot all 
others fix his death in 64 or 65. 

We notice, however, the fact that there is one point 
in common between these different schemes of chronology. 
That is, all of these schemes agree to leave an interval 
of five or six years between Paul's arrival at Rome and 


his death, 


Taking into consideration those"two whole years" 
spent in the Roman imprisonment, the remaining three 
or four years still must be filled up by some way. And 
this must be an open field for our hypothesis in favour 


of his release and later activities. 


Moreover, we have some reasons on which we may sup- 


pose the year 64 or 65 as the most probable date of his 


death. 
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Our question deals now with the Roman Imperial policy. 


We may suppose with Ramsay that Seneca had exercised 
a very great influence on the Roman Imperial policy 
since his pupil Nero became Emperor in 54. The gene- 
rous freedom with which all religious questions were 
treated during thet period might heve been due to the 
influence of Seneca's spirit. 

In the early years of Nero's reign the government 
of the Empire at home and abroad seems to have been 
greatly successful; while in the Emperor's later years 


the Empire began to fall into dangerous disorganization, 


The tone which marks the relations of the Empire 
to Paul throughout the period described in the Acts, is 
quite different from that which began in 64 A.D. and 
subsequently became intensified. 
We can best account for these change of tone by the 
disgrace and retirement of Seneca in 62, His spirit 
and his broad views departed from the administration 


of the Roman Empire by rapid steps after that date, 


Again, ecclesiastical tradition fixes the martyrdom 
of Panl in Nero's re ek Eusebius’ quotation of 


Origen) 
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of Christ from Jerusalem to Illyria and afterward was 
martyred in Rome under Nero?. This is stated exactly 
by Origen in the third volume of his commentary on 
Genesis" - Ecclesiastical History, Bk.III i, 
Translation by Kirsop Lake, 


And this was marked as one of the severest persecutions 
under the Roman Empire. But the Christian persecution 
seems to have arisen before 68 A.D. -the death of Nero. 
For,after the death of Nero the Romans were too much 
occupied with their own political troubles to pay any 
special attention to the Christians, even if we suppose 
that the succeeding emperors had been animated by the 


same bitter spirit towards Christians. 


If, then, we are right in supposing that the perse- 
cution arose during the reign of Nero, possibly after 
the retirement of Seneca in 62 and before the death of the 
emperor, we may fairly fix the burning of Rome in 64 as 
the beginning of a persecution of the new sect, 

The great fire broke out in July 64 in Rome. This was 
a signal for a fierce persecution of the Christians in 
Rome. It seems improbable that Paul, a teacher of the 
hated religion so zealous and so distinguished could 
have escaped the general fate in this persecution. 

Thus we may give a place to the ecclesiastical tra- 
dition, leaving, at the same time, an open field for 
his release and his later activities between his ar- 


rival at Rome and his final imprisonment. 
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Vist 


Argument from the Pastoral Epistles 


We turn now to the discussion of one of the most 
intricate and complex problems of the New Testament - 
the problem of the Pastoral Epistles. 

It is generally agreed by scholars that the Pastoral 
Epistles cannot by any means be fitted into the known 
life of Paul as recorded in Acts; if Paul wrote them, 
he must have done so during a period of release from 
the Roman imprisonment in which the Book of Acts leaves 
him, and at the close of a subsequent imprisonment - 
second Roman imprisonment. 

On the other hand, the authenticity of these epistles 
in their present form has been widely questioned, There 
have been pointed out many reasons to doubt whether 


these epistles are actually from Paul's own hand or not, 


It would be fairer in our argument to see first the 
character of the Pastoral Epistles before we proceed 
to attempt a demonstration of Paul's acquittal and a 


reconstruction of his later activities on the basis of 


these epistles. 


As our first step the authenticity of these epistles 


is to be discussed. 
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I. Church Fathers: 


It is said that there are traces of an acquaintance 
with these epistles in Ignatius and possibly in Policarp, 
but in no other writings until after the middle of the 
second century. 

Irenaeus, Tertullian, and Clement of Alexandria are 
known to have accepted them as the work of Paul. Also 
in the Muratorian Fragment, they are included in the 
number of Paul's epistles. But Marcion seems to have 
rejected them all, for they are the only letters bear- 
ing Paul's name which are not found in the New Testa- 
ment of Marcion, the earliest canon known to us, formed 
in the second quarter of the second century. 

Tatian is said to have accepted Titus as genuine, 
implying that he rejected I and 2 Timothy. However, 
from Irenaeus until modern times the Pauline authorship 


is assumed, 


es Personal Relations: 


Personal relations that are supposed to exist bet- 
ween Paul and his fellow-workers are quite out of har- 


mony with what we know of the life and character of 


Paul. 
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Timothy and Titus had been for many years beloved and 
trusted disciples and intimate friends and companions, 
and yet Paul finds it necessary to emphasize his apostle- 
ship, to defend his cheracter and authority, to assert 
that he is not lying, just as if he were addressing st- 
rangers or even enemies such as he hed to deal with in 
eietse and Corinth. (1° Tim. i I23°ii°9;°2 Timsi 6511). 

The author instructs them, specially in Timothy, in 
regard to the most elementary duties of the Christian 
life and the elementary truths of Christianity; he also 
gives them warnings against vice and lust, and urges 
them repeatedly to be honest, faithful and sober, as if 
he were greatly in doubt not only as to their official 
but also as to their private character. 

These exhortations and warnings as well as the in- 
structions which he gives to them are rather of a kind 
entirely suited to the immature disciples, or common 
groups of Christians, but are not suited to men like 


Timothy and Titus. 


3. Historical Circumstances: 


There are also the historical circumstances pre- 
supposed in these epistles which can not be reconciled 
with the actual course of history known to us. 


The most striking discrepancy appears in I Timothy. 
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Paul has caused his fellow-worker Timothy to tarry in 
Ephesus, and hopes soon to go there himself(I Tim.i 3f.3 
rs Sie If Paul arranged this by letter, it 
must have been done when he started from Corinth to 
Macedonia(Acts xx 4f.), But how can this be reconciled 
with the report of Acts xix 22 that Timothy with Erastus 
were sent on beforehand from Ephesus to Macedonia? And 
why does Paul afterwards pass by Ephesus? (Acts xx 16). 
If Paul made this arrangement by word of mouth, it could 
only have taken place before his departure from Ephesus 
(Acts xx I ). But this is also irreconcilable with the 
statement of Acts xix 22, "And having sent into Mace- 
donia two of them that ministered unto him, Timothy and 
Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while", 

Again, how is it that Paul was compelled, after so 
short an absence, to give Timothy such instructions in 
details, seeing that the occasion - that is, the appear- 
ance of false teachers - is, according to the epistle 
itself, no sudden unexpected phenomenon? (PAS FIC 

It is also strange that he makes no reference to 


his long ministry in Ephesus. 


In regard to the other two epistles, it is somewhat 
otherwise. These eristles furnish some few data to Gib 4 
the situationsunder which they are supposed to be writ- 


ten. 


In the epistle to Titus, some particulars give an 
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impression of authenticity. 

Yet the epistle is not free from some discrepancies, 
It is puzzling why Pal should give to Titus far-rea- 
ching directions concerning the organization of the 
Churches, at the very moment when he is about to recall 
him(i 5-9). How is it that he gives such a close des- 
cription of the false teachers when he can only have 


known of them through Titus himself? (i I0-I6). 


The condition of things is similar in the case of 
the second epistle to Timothy. 

Lightfoot argues that Paul had been a prisoner for 
more than four years, first at Caesarea, then at Rome, 
The incidents therefore which occurred when Paul was 
in the Hast - that is, the notice of 2 Timothy iv 20, 
"Hrastus remained at Corinth: but Trophimus I left at 
Miletus sick", must have happened previous to this, 
Even if we suppose that it was written at the beginning 
of his stay in Rome, there is still a period of two or 
three years, yet he feels it necessary to inform him 
by letter of these occurrences after so long a lapse of 


time. 

Also how can we harmonize the notice in iv <0 with 
Acts xx 4 and xxi 29? 

Timothy had been staying with the Apostle meanwhile 
at Rome, (Phil. i I; Col. i I$; Philemon I); he was in 


fact with him during this very tour in Greece and Asia 


Minor when these incidents must have happened. Why 
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then should Paul offer information so superfluous and 
uncalled for? Trophimus was certainly not left at 
Miletus sick, for we find him with the Apostle immedi- 


ately afterwards at Jerusalem(Acts xxi 29), 


According to Lightfoot, this accumulation of histo- 
rical contradictions seems to be quite unsurmountable 
on the supposition of the earlier date of the Pastoral 
Epistles, And if no alternative remained, there would 
be an overwhelming difficulty in accepting these epistles 
as genuine. But here remains the only alternative ac- 
cording to him. He concludes that this historical dif- 
ficulty disappears, if we prolong Paul's life beyond 
the period comprised in the Acts, and place the Pastoral 
Epistles at a later date, 

However, these are not the only difficulties. We have 
to meet more serious difficulties in these epistles. 

We shall now examine these writings from the linguis- 


tic point of view. 
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4, Language and Style: 


Many scholars admit that there are many Pauline 
words and phrases to be found in the Pastoral Epistles, 
There are, in fact, certain resemblances to the language 
of Paul. But the resemblances are superficial, and 
not such as to indicate identity of authorship. The 
The differences over against the superficial likenesses 
are so extensive, so radical, and so throughgoing, that 
the epistles must be, at least in the present form, the 
work of another than Paul. 

Dr. Harrison shows to us that the vocabulary of the 
Pastoral Epistles consists of some 902 words, of which 
54 are proper names, Of the remaining 848, 306, that is 
over 36 percent are not to be found in any one of the 
ten Pauline Epistles, 

Those words found in the Pastorals, but not in the 
other Pauline epistles; those words found in the Pastorals, 
and also in the other Pauline Epistles; those words 
found in the other Pauline Epistles, but not in the 
Pastorals; grammatical peculiarities, etc. - All these 
items are very carefully examined by him, and handled 
with elaborate enumeration of vocabularies and their 
percentage which are illustrated by many diagrams and 
lists in his book, The Problem of the Pastoral Epistles, 

He concludes all his examination to the effect that 


the ten Pauline epistles form a distinct group by them- 
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selves, while the Pastoral Epistles stand outside that 


group so far as to make their common authorship impos- 


sible. 


We all know Paul's literary style, for we have it 
exhibited in the ten Pauline epistles. Its essential 
features, in spite of modifications due to different 
subject-matter and circumstances, appear in all of 
these epistles, but they are entirely lacking in the 
Pastoral Epistles, 

The style of the ten Pauline epistles shows in a 
striking way all the irregularities and abruptness, 
such as to mark the products of a mind carried along 
by the intencity of his thoughts. ‘Such a mind usually 
is likely to be preoccupied with the substance of what 
he is trying to say, and somewhat careless as to its 
mere form of expression. He is prone to become indif- 
ferent to or rather independent of grammatical rules. 

But the Pastoral Epistles are less of a living or- 
ganism,. The style of these epistles is sober, didactic, 
static, concientious, and domesticated, It lacks the 
Pauline intellectual mastery, strong, clear, logical, 


sweeping and comprehensive. 


The protest against this argument by calling at- 
tention to the fact that these epistles were written 


at a later period when Paul was already an old man, 
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can not stand so lone, For they cannot have been writ- 
ten at latest more than three or four years after the 
letter to the Philippians, and the differences between 
them and the latter are far greater than between the 
latter and Paul's earliest epistles, which were written 


a decade before, 


Closely related to the matter of language and style 
is the striking lack of order and arrangement in these 
letters, 

If I borrow the expression of McGiffert, "Whatever 
else Paul may have been, he was not a loose and illo- 
gical thinker and writer. Even in his most hastily 
written and most informal epistles, his ideas bear a 
most intimate relation to each other. But in the Pas- 
torals, especially in I Timothy, we have for the most 
part a mere collection of detached passages, betraying 
a writer largely lacking in the directness, incisive- 


ness, and grasp which were so characteristic of Paul", 
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5S. The Condition of the Church: 


The Pastoral Epistles leave on us the impression 
of a definite and various organization, which must have 
taken some time in forming, and also of a progress and 
development of opinion and action for good and evil, in- 
consistent with a very early stage of the Church, 

The ecclesiastical organization includes directions 
concerning the prewbyters, deacons and their wives, widows, 
Presbyters and deacons seem to have existed in some Churces 
at least at a very early date (Acts XI, 30, XIV.23; Phil.I.1) 
but the directions given (I.Tim. iii, I f., v. 17-213; Tit. 
i.e?) imply that these offices had assumed a very definite 
form, that serious irregularities had crept into the minis- 
try of the Church and that altogether there had been long 
experience of the working of that system. Provision is also 
made for the maintenance of church officers, ( I Tim. v. 17). 

The tone of these injunctions is inconsistent with 
the very first stage of the Church before carelessness and 
insincerity had grown with the growth of its numbers, 

We find, also, the systematic employment of women 
in offices in connection with the ministry, There was a 
deaconess in the Church of Cenchreae, (Rom. xvi. I). But 
with this single exception there is no distinct trace of a 
special ministry of women in the other epistles of Paul. 


Here on the contrary the deaconesses are a recognised class 
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of officials(I Tim, iii II). This is another proof of 

a later date, It is, however, more important to see 
the ascetic regulations for the organized register of 
widows. The xn pa (widow), like the 21 Lok OMosand 
the SLAK OVOS is forbidden to contract a second marri- 
age, According to Moffatt, this antipathy to second 
marriage is quite in keeping with Post-Anostolic prace 
tice, The ethical standpoint is almost as un-Pauline 
as the assumption that every Et LOK OTIS must be mare 


ried, 


Next, the attitude of the author toward false tea- 
chers and their teachings should be noticed, 

It is true that the false teachings exhibited in 
these epistles point to the existence of Gnosticism, at 
least in an incipient form, but it does not prove a later 
date for these epistles. The epistle to the Colossians, 
for instance, shows that heretical tendencies may have 
existed at that early date. 

But, the difficulty is not so much with the here- 
sies attacked, as with the way in which the author at- 
tacks them. 

It is not met by argument. Instead of demonstra- 
ting the falseness of the positions taken by the here- 
tical teachers, the writer simply denounces them; and 
instead of proclaiming his own Gospel and showing its 
bearing upon the questions in dispute, he simply appeals 


to the fact that a deposit of faith has been handed 
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down as a safepuard against the flowing tide of here- 
sies, 

The contrast between this kind of procedure and 
that which Paul follows in Galatians, Corinthians, 
Romans, and Colossians in which he had to deal with 


heresy, is most striking. 


Moreover, the author of these epistles has a very 
confused ideas of the nature of the heresies which he 
denounces, Whether the false teachers are antinomian 
or ascetic,(I Tim, i 4f.3; iv 3f.) whether they are 
spiritualistic or legalistic (2 Tim. ii I8; Titus i 
I0-I4, etc.) , the author does not treat them as if 
there were any vital difference between them. They are 
all alike given to foolish and ignorant questionings, 
disputes about words, strifes about the law, fables, 
genealogies, and profane babblings,. 

Such indiscriminate denunciations are not what we 
shonld expect from a man like Paul, who was a clear- 
headed dialectician, accustomed to draw fine distinc- 
tions on the vital point of difference between himself 
and an antagonist. 

McGiffert says, therefore, "Those who ascribe to 
Paul the references to false teaching which occur in the 
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Pastoral epistles do him a serious injustice . 
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6. Doctrine: 


We can find some Pauline ideas and passages here 
and there in these epistles,(for instances, 2 Tim i 
9-II3; ii IIf.; Titus iii 4-7), but they are altogether 
exceptional. For the most part there is no trace what- 
ever of the great fundamental truth of Paul's Gospel - 
death unto flesh and life in the Svirit. 

On the other hand, we find here and there in these 
epistles traces of liturgical form, snatches of hymns, 
and fragments of creeds or formularies,. 

The writer exhibits a somewhat stereotyped cone 
ception of orthodoxy. Paul fought for what he believed 
to be true with a creative genius, but in these epistles 
the whole body of Christian doctrine is assumed to be 
standing in its entirety. It is "the faith"( I Tim, 
eo 304, 0% 19 1,6 3% vi [0,213 2° Tim, 111 8% 39 7; 
Mitue 113): “the truth" (1 Tim, 131 15; iv 3,5;.2 Tin, 
ii I5, I8; iii 83; iv 43; Titus i 14); "the knowledge of 
truth” {I Tim. ii 4; 2 Tim. ii 25; iii 7; Titus i 1); 
"the teaching" "the commandment" "the deposit" etc. 
That is not the language of a pioneer, interpreting the 
fact of Christ, and putting in their true light the 
errors that endanger it. 

He tries to meet the heresies laying emphasis on 
the nature of God by means of these epithets as : 

, ’ 
Movos (only) OW tet (Saviour) UIkA LOS 
(blest) ad Pap os (imperishable) a6 Da ios . 
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nM 


° 7 . 
(who quickeneth all things) ME Yh (great) Piav 
7 
(living) Yeu eS (without deceit) etc. 


But Paul, in Colossians and Ephesians, though he is 
dealing with similar heresies at an earlier stage, gives 
little direct teaching on the nature of God. He mostly 
takes that for granted as understood by his readers; and 
throughout his epistles his point of view is Christo- 
centric. 

Here in these epistles, instead of faith by which 
aman becomes identified with Christ so that Christ 
lives in him and his life is not human any more but 
divine, we find piety and good works chiefly emphasized, 
A man's salvation is conditioned upon his piety or god- 
liness, which manifests itself in his good works(I Tim, 
v 8) 

Bae aa 

SUCCReLA (piety or godliness) which occurs in none 
of Paul's epistles, is found eleven times in the Pastorals, 
nine times in I Timothy alone, and plays the prominent 
part which the word clots plays in Paul's epistles, 

Moreover, in the Pastorals the objective sense of 

faith has overgrown the subjective, as in the epistle 
of Jude(3, 20). Here faith is one of the cardinal vir- 
tues, along with love, peace, purity, righteousness, 
patience, and meekness(I Tim. ii 153 iv I2; vi II; 2 Tim. 


ii 22; iii I0; Titus ii 2) 


The conception of the Holy Spirit also has passed 


ee i ad - 


WGI Crier) eng 304 Legeiay tia a 
ote (sheseb Sods tw) ay, (on 


a 
1 


et od dyson? ee baz enateeo fon at <tuat Fir 
savin agate télitse ns ts goleerved “Stet s ‘thw —- 26 

yitace ef .bodD Yo Sten ent go ariviowes toenib eft: 
bas j;etebeot six vd bootetebas en bedanen we -tadtd 2 ; 
+ wode taeda at wetv to taloq ets seltetae aid tongue a 
ay | | ofasm 
: tobe Xd dtiat to bastant eattaize ened nt evel " 
; “tebato dedt o@ Jettid ‘dtiw heli dneg! eomosed aes 
mt SUC etom yar sens Jon et eres “ett bbs mid at oe 
sbesteadgns ylteids eitow booy bas” qisiq batt ov vonivl 
thom “£0 tote sid nowt bono itt bres et. no ttevies atnam 


comm cigs and eld ni Teast ateetinan tio kalw 8 wks 
| law 
Mi exo00ce dotdw (exsntfbon xp err “piaGas 02 


ad 
teat eit ni semis nevels Savot ef -sefietes tr at > 


 Sreaimo zg att weate bas ,enols vitont? x mek comtd 6 
,ealieiqs a* {lve xk ayata 2Tos W brow ett dotdw 
a to sense ‘svisortds edd alorotast ont ck etevostol A J 
7 sf{teige edd at ez eovitootdue snd eheesta ead Att 
5 «tiv Inntbhies edt Yo eno st dita? ore fos seat to 
eeeenevostigit .ytitva ,eos8eq ,evol dtiw anole 4 


amit © Il ty 7SI vt gar u smb apt ye net iia 


oe c 


pieenq zat oats tetas bari adt 


= ¥y} 
Te 


‘ - 44 - 


through a corresponding process, Its functions in the 
faith-mysticism of Paul have dropped into the background, 

In a word, the Christianity of the Pastoral Episties 
is not the Christianity of Paul. The spirit of the 
Pastorals is said to be the spirit of second John and of 
Polycarp, 

At all events, "his was altogether a different 
kind of spirit from that which burns and throbs in every 
page of the genuine Paulines", 

All this reminds us of the common conception of 
faith and of the Christian life, which prevailed widely 
in the second century and finally became universal in 


the Church, 


For all these reasons, the authenticity of the 
Pastoral Epistles has been put under suspicion, 

The majority of the modern scholars have arrived 
now at the conclusion that the Pastoral Epistles, as 
they stand in their present form, cannot be from Paul's 
pen. Moffatt says: "The three epistles are not pri- 
vate or even open letters to Timothy or Titus, but 
general treatises(I Tim. ii 8 my, TAVT¢ TOW ) 
addressed to an age or a circle which was inclined to 
doubt the validity or to misconceive and misapply the 


: 0 i ) 
principles of the Pauline Gospel . 


Moffatt: Intro. pp. 412-415 V) 
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Then should we give up these epistles as entirely 
pseudonymous, being composed from veginning to end by 
some disciple of Paul or by some other Christian of a 
later generation, under the name of the Apostle, intend- 
ing "to give wider currency and greater authority to 
his own views, especially in relation to the Church 
government and heresy"? Then, should we give up these 
evistles as an aid to a demonstration of Paul's release 
from the Roman imprisonment and an attempt to reconstruct 


his later activities on the basis of these epistles? 


However, there arises a serious difficulty in ac- 
cepting such a rejection of the epistles as entirely 


pseudonymous, 
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7. Genuine Fragments: 


Even most scholars who deny the genuineness of 
the Pastoral Epistles in their present form, neverthe- 
less admit a Pauline nucleus in them, including the 
personal and local references in 2 Timothy and Titus. 
They are ready to acknowledge the fact that along with 
so many expressions and elements foreign to Paul, these 
epistles contain a notable quantity of definitely 
Pauline matter bearing the unmistakable stamp of the 
Apostle, 

For instance, it is difficult to suppose such 
passages as 2 Timothy i I5-18; iv 9-2I(or iv 6-22) and 
Titus iii 12,13, to be the work of another than Paul, 
Hor they have no relation whatever to the evident ten- 
dency of the epistles as a whole, and no adequate rea- 
son can be discovered for their composition by a later 
writer. So, about these passages there is the great- 
est unanimity among modern critics and the least room 
for differences of opinion as to their authenticity. 

Moreover, there are some pHEcaped eect ty in 
2 Timothy and Titus, which have a genuinely Pauline look 
and in which a conception of Christianity finds expres- 
sion which is in sharp contrast to the enistles as a 


whole( j{ ) 


Some of the personal notices also bear every mark 


of genuineness. 
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All through these passages, we find, instead of 
the doctrinal controversies, or the ecclesiastical situ- 
ation, a series of personal details, greetings, messages, 
and names - some refering to people and nlaces familiar 
to us by the previous life of Paul, others to the com- 
panions and fields of service of which we otherwise know 


ening é (ha) 


Thus it seems to be easier to explain the existence 
of the Pastorals in their present form on the suppo- 
sition that these epistles are based upon genuine letters 
or notes°of Paul to Timothy and Titus, The author of 
these epistles must have had before his eyes a certain 
amount of genuine Pauline materials, which he has in- 


corporated into his epistles, 
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(J «these personal references are so vivid, so concrete, 
so entirely in the vein of the references to be found 
in every letter that Paul ever wrote, that we may safely 
assert, no one would ever have dreamed of doubting their 


authenticity, had it not been for the context in which 


they occur" - Harrison - 
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On careful examination, we find many indications 
that such documents or framework actually do underlie 
the present form of the letters, 

Moffatt points out the more or less loose con- 
nection of these epistles and the frequent abruptness 
or awkwardness of transition between successive passages. 
This neturally suggests transposition or interpolation. 

McGiffert in the same way points out especially 
one or two striking inconsistencies which point in the 
same direction. (for instance, 2 Tim, i I5-I8 which is 
entirely out of relation to the context; so also Titus 
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We may fairly conclude, then, with many modern 
scholars, that we have in the Pastoral Epistles authen- 
tic letters or notes of Panl to Timothy and Titus, worked 
over and enlarged by another hand, 

But when we attempt to distinguish the genuine 
portions from the later additions, we find ourselves 
faced with an another difficult problem. 

McGiffert is inclined to find some indications 
that two letters have been combined in 2 Timothy. He 
supposes that when the two letters were put together, 
the opening of one of them, including the greeting and 
the introductory sentenses, had to be dropped out, and 
that it was this beginning upon which the author built 


up another eristle to Timothy, when he felt the need of 
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saying what he had not said in the earlier one, 


Here we find ourselves back again to our main pro- 
blem - whether or not Paul was released from the Roman 
imprisonment. 

The question is, if the existence of genuine Pauline 
letters or notes to Timothy and Titus underlying the 
Pastoral Epistles is admitted, when and under what cir- 
cumstances were they written? 

A number of scholars can find no occasions what- 
soever on which these notes or letters were supposed to 


be composed in the life of Paul which is known to us, 


If Paul really wrote these personal letters or 
references himself, and if there is no single moment 
in his known life at which we can locate them, then 
it naturally follows that Paul must have written them 
at some later period than that which is known to us from 
the Acts ano his other ani eeteee In other words, these 
passages or genuine gragments presuppose Paul's release 
from the imprisonment in Rome with which the narrative 


of Acts leaves us, and a later imprisonment - the second 


Roman Imprisonment. 


The structure of the Pastoral Epistles, however, 
is too complex to be easily explained on the basis of 


such genuine fragments which testify to the supposed 
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acquittal and subsequent activities of Paul. 

For, many of those who find genuine fragments in the 
Pastorals could still deny such things as Paul's release 
and his second imprisonment. They find vlaces to locate 
these authentic materials here and there in his known 
life - life before the close of Acts. That is, the 
genuine fragments have been fully explained on the assump- 


tion of @ single Roman imprisonment. 


Thus an attempt has been made by many scholars to 
solve the complexity of the structure of the Pastoral 
Epistles by recourse to_Partition-method, especially 
in the case of 2 Timothy, 

For instance, the presumably authentic material 
is analysed as Celiows by Von Soden, McGiffert, and 


Harrison: 


Von Soden: 
2 Timothy - i If.,3-5a, 7f.,15-18(21, 3-127) ; 
iv 6-I9,2I-22 - genuine letter written 
from the close of the Roman imprison- 
ment. 


McGiffert: 

2 Timothy - i I-18(except i 6b.,12-14); (ii I, 
B-13%); iv I-2, 5-8, I6-19,2Ib,I10 - 
written towards the end of his imp- 
risonment. 


Harrison: 


All through the Pastorals he finds the five genuine 


Notes as follows: 
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Titus iii I2-I5.- Paul writes from Western Mace- 
donia, several months after 2 Cor. x-xiil, and before 
Z2aGOr, i= ix, bidding Titus, who is at Corinth, be 


ready to join him in Nicopolis, 


> Tim, iv 15-15, 20, 21a. written from Macedonia, 
after the visit to Troas mentioned in 2 Cor. ii I2f., 
bidding Timothy, who has returned to Ephesus, join him 


before winter, 


« Tim. iv. I16-I8a (I8b?). Paul writes from Caesarea, 
soon after his arrival under escort from Jerusalem. 


2 Tim. iv 9-12,22b. Timothy is recalled 
62 A.D. 


to Rome about 


Paul's last letter: written at Rome about 62 A.D. 
on the eve of his martyrdom, to meet Timothy at 


Ephesus on his way back from Lystra,. 


a) Onesiphorus and his labour of love -i I6-I8. 


b) Timothy's own comradeship over 2 
Divine protection in past perils 

c) A last charge laid on Timothy to 
ereat work, and finish his task, 
finished his. iv 1I,2a,5b. 


longer period. 
-iii I0f. 

carry on the 
2s Paul has 


a) The sure reward of faithful service - iv 6-8. 
Doxology, last greetings, and benediction , 
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8. Some difficulties on the Hypothesis of a single 


Roman imprisonment, 


Such attempts are merely hypothetical, And it is 
true that the Pauline authorship whether of the Pastoral 
Epistles in their present form or of the genuine frag- 
ments underlying them, can be maintained only on the 
basis of a hypothetical reconstruction, either of an 
entire period subsequent to the Roman imprisonment or 
of the events within some period known to us. 

Even though we admit all these references as genuine, 
yet, to ascribe or condense the whole events and personal 
references of those genuine fragments within some period 
antecedent to the close of Acts, is rather an arbitrary 
attempt based upon the simple denial of Paul's acquit- 
tal. Such an arbitrary reconstruction can hardly be 
reconcilable with internal evidences from Acts and Paul's 
later epistles - Imprisonment Epistles, 

If second Timothy was written during the Roman Im- 
prisonment of Acts xxviii, then some serious difficulties 
are to be raised. 

Paul says to Timothy "give diligence to come shortly 
unto me" 2 Tim,iv 9, “give diligence to come before 
winter" iv 2I. This does not sound as if Timothy had 
been with him in the same imprisonment when he wrote 
Imprisonment Epistles(on the hypothesis of Homan compo- 


sition) - e.g. "Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus, --- 
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and Timothy our brother --" (Colossians i 1); "Paul, a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, --" 
(Philemon I) ;\ and "Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ 
Jesus --" (Philippians il ), 

Paul writes that Titus, Demas, and Crescens had 
gone, so "Only Luke is with me", But he does not exp- 
lain the absence of four other friends who were with 
him just before in the same imprisonment, and sent ere- 


etings to the Colossians(iv I0-14) and to Philemon. 


Again he tells Timothy, "take Mark and bring him 
with thee; for he is useful for ministering"(2 Tim. iv 
II). The words suggest that Paul was sending for him 
to come to be his personal attendant in Rome for the 
first time. And yet he was already with him when he 
wrote to the Colossians(iv I0) and to Philemon(24), and 
was about to pay a visit to Colossae, which he would 


probably not do if Paul needed him "for ministering". 


Likewise, 2 Tim, iv 13; iv I2 are pointed out to 
be difficult to explain if Paul was writing during the 
imprisonment known to us; while iv 20 "Trophimus I 
left at Miletus sick" is impossible, for Paul had not 
been at Miletus since he stopped there on his way from 
Troas to Jerusalem, some years before, and at that time 


Trophimus had not been left behind, but had gone on with 


him to Jerusalem.(Acts xxi 29). 
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It is impossible, unless we assume a second Roman 
imprisonment to reconcile these various historical no- 
tices which the epistle contains, 

It appears from these difficulties that the Pauline 
authorship of all these genuine letters requires a pe- 


riod of Paul's release and his Second Roman imprisonment, 
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aK The Comparison with the Imprisonment 


Epistles, 


That the Epistle to the Philippians was written 
near to the end of the Roman imprisonment has now been 
widely accepted in spite of some powerful opposition 
(e.g. Lightfoot). 

Before Paul wrote to the Philippians, it appears 
that the earliest stages of his trial were over, for 
he says, “Now I would have you know, brethren, that 
the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather 
unto the progress of the Gospel; so that my bonds be- 
came manifest in Christ throughout the whole praetorian 
guard, and to all the rest; and that most of the bre- 
thren in the Lord, being confident through my bonds, are 
more abundantly bold to speak the word of God without 
fear", (i 12-14). 

The tone of the expression as a whole shows that 
the trial is partly finished, and the issue as yet so 
favourable that the brethren are encouraged by the suc- 
cess of Paul's defence and the strong impression which 


he evidently produced on the praetorium, 


He also says to the Philippians "I trust in the 


Lord that I myself also shall come shortly"(ii 24), 


It is true that there are some touches of dep- 
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ression, amid the general tone of hopefulness and cone 
fidence. Such depression of the spirit may partly be 
attributed to the absence of so many intimate friends 
(ii 20f.), partly to the increased strain that the trial 
must have brought on him, specially because of his 


physical weakness or "the thorn in the flesh", 


Again, the epistles of the Roman imprisonment as 
a whole hover between hope and fear, between anticipa- 
tion of release and forebodings of condemnation, But 
it is hard to understand why does he waver between hope 
and fear, if the fatal result was certain, Why does 
Paul entreat the prayers of his converts for his release, 
if he knew that release to be absolutely impossible? 

The tone is so hopeful and full of confidence when 
he writes to philemon that "prepare me also for a lodg- 
ing; for I hope that through your prayers I shall be 


granted unto you" (22). 


Thus, when we come to those genuine fragments with 
a view in favour of Paul's release and his later imp- 
risonment, those sources, though slight and imperfect, 
still valuable in their nature, enable us to trace Paul's 
movements in the last years of his ministry. 
We notice that on that occasion the circumstances 
were very different from his first trial. His confine- 


ment seems to be more rigorous, for Onesiphorus had to 
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take much trouble beofre he could find out the prisoner 
(2 Tim. i 17). Paul “suffered hardship unto bonds, as 
a malefactor"(2 Tim. ii 9). He had no hope of acquittal; 
he says "I am already being offered, and the time of my 
departure is come" (iv 6). The gloomy and hopeless 
prospect of the situation dismayed all his friends, At 
his first defence no one took his part, but all forsook 
him. (iv 16). This is especially striking compared with 
the hopeful and triumphal declaration in the Philippians 
i I2-14, 

"In every respect the situation thus indicated 
is the opposite of the circumstances described on the 
first trial" While Philippians looks forward to a fresh 
activities among the Churches, 2 Timothy is the testi- 


mony of a dying man, 
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x A Reconstruction of the Later 


Litesof, $t< Pani. 


If then we may assume that Paul was released from 
his first imprisonment and resumed his missionary acti- 
vities, we may sketch the events which took place bet- 
ween his release and his martyrdom, form the notices in 
the Pastoral Epistles, 

If an intelligible and reasonable account of Paul’ 
life during this interval can thus be given, we find 
@ possible place for the Pastoral Epistles, and also 
are able to furnish an answer to many seeming difficul- 


ties, 


No doubt, in the absence of full and direct in- 
formation, we can expect nothing more than a hypotheti- 
cal solution for our problem. The purpose of such an 
attempt, however, is to show that it is possible to re- 
construct a consistent and intelligible account of his 
movements, on the supposition of his acquittal. 

We can easily see, in the light of our assumption, 
that the genuine references of the Pastoral Epistles 
belong to Paul's last journeyings in the East, antece- 
dent to his second imprisonment in Rome and subsequent 


to the assumed Spanish mission, 


Paul hastens to the East after his release from 


the imprisonment. First of all, he visited the Macedonian 
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Churches, thus fulfilling his hope expressed to the 
Philippians(i 24, comp, Philemon 22), then the Churches 

of Asia and Phrygia. We can scarcely suppose that he 

left there without a brief visit to the Church of Ephesus, 


which had occupied so much of his time and thoughts, 


Then he hastens to visit the region of Spain, thus 
fulfilling his long-delayed expectation. A considerable 
number of Jewish population in many of the towns on the 
Spanish coast would have furnished him with a good start- 
ing-point for his missionary work, 

Lightfoot conjectures his visit to Gaul, either 
on his way to or from Rome on the basis of seeming pre- 
vious communication with this region - if Gaul is meant 
by “Galatia” (2 Tim.iv 10). 

However Paul can not have stayed for long in these 
regions, or we should have found there a more direct 


tradition of his visit. 


Now turning eastward, he may possibly have visited 
Dalmatia(2 Tim. iv I0). If so, he may have continued 
his journey along the Adriatic coast, and sometime during 
this journey he has determined to winter at Nicopolis 


(Titae iii 12).W) 


(1) Some suppose that the winter which he intended to 
spend in Nicopolis was in fact spent in Rome. On this 
supposition, the winter of Titus iii I2 becomes identi- 
cal with that of 2 timothy iv 2I. We may assume that 
his abrupt arrest and imprisonment frustrated his pre- 


vious plans, 
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We find Paul then in the East once more. Now he 
would naturally revisited the Churches of Phrygia and 
Asia, which caused him so much anxiety. There he found 
that his gloomiest anticipations had been realized, 
Grievous wolves had indeed entered the fold, as he had 
predicted few years before, His personal influence could 
be seen no more, Thus he says "all that are in Asia are 
turned away from me", Especially in relation to the 
situation two names are mentioned, Phygellus and Her- 
mogenes, among these timid Christians(2 Tim i I5f.). 

But he is grateful to the house of Onesiphorus - repeated 
afterwards when the Apostle was a prisoner in Rome (2 Tim. 
a 5 -1UQto hr Av 19), 

It is supposed to have been at Ephesus on this oc- 
casion that Paul encountered the opposition of Alexander 
the coppersmith(2 Tim. iv 14). 

If we are right in assigning all these notices to 
this one occasion, it would seem that his stay was more 


or less prolonged. 


From Evhesus Paul turned northward into Macedonia, 
At the same time he left Timothy behind to preside over 
the Church there in his absence (I Tim. i 3). Then he 
would probably turn towards the Churches of Achaia, fol- 
lowing his old route. 


Some scholars place the writing of I Timothy about 


this time. 
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About this time he also visited Crete, where he 
left Titus that he should "set in order the things that 
were wanting, and appoint elders in every city" (Titus 
HiaS:)< 

From Crete, we may suppose that he went to Asia 
Minor. About this time, and not long after he left there, 
he wrote a letter of advice and exhortation to Titus. So 
far he has no forebodings of the impending fate, for he 
expresses his desire of wintering at Nicopolis, not ex- 
pecting his movements to be constrained(Titus iii I2). 

He tells Titus also that he will send Artemas or ‘ychicus 
- perhaps as his deputy(iii I2). 

Then again, we find him at Miletus, where he dropped 
Trophimus on account of illness, (2 Pim. iv 20). From 
Miletus he sails northward to Troas, where he lodges with 
Carpus(2 Tim. iv I3). What were the intermediate stages, 
we do not know, but we find him next at Corinth, where 


he leaves Erastus behind(2 Tim. iv 20). 


Finally about this time, possibly while he was still 
at Corinth, his enemies - the Jews, informed against 
him, as the leader of the hated sect of malefactors, and 
thus he was suddenly arrested and ultimately carried to 
Rome. In some of those antagonistic responses to Paul's 
work made by the Jews on previous occasions, we find some 
ground for expecting such a final arrest of Paul in 


Greece(Acts xviii 6; I2-I73 xx Sor 
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We may fix this final imprisonment about 64 A.D. 


Arrived at Rome, the Apostle found himself almost 
deserted, Even Onesiphorus sought him diligently and 
found him with some difficulty (2 Tim i 17, cf.iv I9). 
Demas had forsaken him, and gone to Thessalonica, Titus 
had gone to Dalmatia, Crescens to Galatia (Gaul?), pro- 
bably sent thither by the Apostle for missionary works. 
Thus Luke alone remained with him(2 Tim iv 9f.). Certain 
Christian friends of Rome, Eubulus, Pudens, Linus and 
Claudia, join in the salutation, but they seem to have 
been comparatively strangers(2 Tim, iv 21). 

In this condition he writes his second epistle to 
Timothy. He urges Timothy to join him as soon as possible 
(iv 9), at all events to come before the winter sets in 
and while the sea is yet navigable(iv 21). He asks 
Timothy to fetch some books and parchments as well as 
his cloak, as he passes Troas(iv 13), Timothy is also 
to pick up Mark on the way and bring him with him(iv II). 
Timothy appears to - still at Ephesus, for the Apostle 
salutes the household of Onesiphorus, doubtless resi- 
dent there; (iv 193; i I63; even though Onesiphorus him- 
self seems to be absent -i 17); he also salutes Aquila 
and Priscilla, (iv 19), and they seem to have had con- 


nection with Ephesus(I Cor. xvi I9). 


The legal proceedings have already begun when he 
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writes, By this time he has had his first hearing, and 
on that occasion "all forsook him". Now he is full of 
gloomy forebodings. He feels himself already offered, 


and sees that the time of his departure is come(iv 6f.). 


Thus his forebodings - the tone of the letter betray 
the gloomy situation of the worst days of Neronean reign. 
The letter has, indeed, proved to be the dying testi- 
mony of the Sogstie, with its final and triumphal pro- 
nouncement of Christ's most faithful servant on his own 


career, 
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XI Conclusion 


Thus we have reconstructed the later life of 
St. Paul by our conjecture on the basis of those im- 
plicit and internal evidences, 

Such an attempt is not to be claimed as final. 
It is only an attempt. We have attained the solution 
only in spite of some difficulties. Some difficulties 
may still remain even for such a reconstruction of the 
life of Paul, but we remember that with such a problem 
as ours no one could go farther than an attempt for the 
solution - an attempt which is the most satisfactory in 


view of the limited and possible evidences, 


At the same time, we must confess our ignorance 
of Paults life and work as a whole. His experiences and 
his fortunes during his missionary career are known to 
us only imperfectly. Only some parts of what he did 
in the various places and occasions we can gather from 
his epistles and the Book of Acts. But how fragmentary 
these records are. How little we know is more suf- 
ficiently illustrated by a single passage in one of his 
epistles, where he enumerates a long series of trials 
and hardships, and yet hardly any of which are referred 


to elsewhere(2 Cor. xi 23f.). 


Again, the majority of the persons introduced in 
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the Pastoral Epistles are not mentioned else in the 

New Testament. For instances, Hymenaeus(I Tim.i 20; 

2 Tim. ii 17), Philetus(2 Tim, ii 17), Phygelus and 
Hermogenes(2 Tim i 15), Lois and Eunice(2 Tim i 5), 
Onesiphorus and his house(2 Tim. i 16; iv 19), Crescens, 
Carpus, Eubulus, Pudens, Linus, Claudia(2 Tim. iv I0, 
I3, 21) , Artemas and Zenas(Titus iii I2f.) Alexander 


meetin, 3s 20; 2 Tim, iv 14), 


The fact reminds us that Paul's life and his ac- 
tivities had gone far beyond our knowledge and infor- 
mation - indeed, even the climax and culmination of 


his life and activities had gone beyond our knowledge. 


Now, however, we have his life thus reconstructed 
by our conjecture. We have traced back his later life 
even as far as his final martyrdom under the Neronean 


persecution, 


Thus ended the life of the greatest of the Apostles, 
- the man who had accomplished more than any other to 
spread the Gospel and to bring the world to Christ Jesus, 

From the beginning to the end of his Christian 
career he was controlled by 2a fixed and definite purpose, 
and he carried it out with remarkable tenacity and suc- 


cess. 
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He wrote to the Romans, "I have therefore my 
glorying in Christ Jesus in things pertaining to God. 
For I will not dare to speak of any things save those 
which Christ wrought through me, for the obedience of 
the Gentiles, by word and deed, in the power of signs 
and wonders, in the power of the Holy Spirit; so that 
from Jerusalem, and round about even unto Illyricum, 

I have fully preached the Gospel of Christ"(xv I7-I9). 

Truely he is a “herald and apostle, a teacher of 


the gentiles in faith and truth"(I Tim.ii 7). 


It is certain that the Apostle carried out his 
work with the prospect of martyrdom before his eyes. 

Once he disclosed his spirit to his most trusted friends, 
the Christians of Philippi. 

"Yea, and if I am offered upon the sacrifice and 
service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all" 
eal? ys 

The presentiment was impending fate when he wrote 
his second epistle to Timothy - his dying testimony. 
Finally it was fulfilled under the Neronean persecution 


in 64, 


Paul did in fact “give his body" (I Cor. xiii 
3) as a sacrifice of first fruits "in the great conflict 
of the world history between the Christ-cult and the 


Caesar-cult, in a martyr's death he finally experienced 
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the literal fulfilment of fellowship with the suffer- 


ings and death of the crucifieat 1 


Thus Pavl's"work of Christ" (Phil. i 30) has come 
to the culmination in a martyrdom like that of Christ - 


his Lord and Master, 


l sates 


Deissmann 3; Paul, pp. 251-252. 


- The End - 
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